
Veggies to Plant Early
Not all vegetables should be planted right 

away in the spring. Only those that are tolerant 
of cool germination temperatures and are able 
to withstand light to moderate frosts should be 
planted as soon as the ground is ready to work 
in the spring. 

Common cool season vegetables include:
• beets • broccoli
• cabbage • chard
• lettuce • peas
• onions (from seed or transplants)
• radish • spinach

They can be planted a few weeks before the 
date of the average last frost in your area

Vegetables grow best if they get 
lots of sun and water, so no matter 
what you choose to grow, make 
sure you’re planting in the sunniest 
part of your yard and within easy 
reach of the garden hose.
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Additional Resources
Veggies to Plant Early
• UW-Extension Publication A2801, Growing 

Vegetables at Home —Questions and Answers, 
at http://learningstore.uwex.edu/Growing-
Vegetables-at-Home-Questions-and-Answers-
P520.aspx

• UW-Extension Publication A3900-01. Spring 
Vegetables,  at http://learningstore.uwex.edu/
Spring-Vegetables-P1437.aspx

• UW-Extension Publication A1653, Vegetable 
Cultivars and Planting Guide for Wisconsin 
Gardens, at http://learningstore.uwex.edu/
Vegetable-Cultivars-and-Planting-Guide-for-
Wisconsin-Gardens-P1373.aspx
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